The Party narrative of Xiongan foregrounds its significance as if reprising the reform model of Shanghai Pudong and Shenzhen: 'It is another new administrative area of national significance after the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone and the Shanghai Pudong New Area. It is a millennial plan and a national event'.
2 Shanghai Pudong and Shenzhen are just two of more than 500 new urban areas in China and one hundred urban administrative divisions with populations of larger than one million.
But they are national projects that link to the world economy. Comparing
Xiongan with Pudong and Shenzhen implies that Xiongan will also play a similarly significant local-global role for the Beijing region.
Recent announcements about Xiongan reveal how the Party-state constructs, in both discursive and material ways, dynamic places of power in 
The Hebei Xiongan Outline Plan
Following the lead of the English-language Xinhua report of 21 April, 'Chi- The Outline Plan is interesting because, in ten chapters, it narrates principles and values of modernisation and development for the New Era -a vision much broader than the construction of Xiongan itself. It begins with general requirements for a city in accordance with the renewed vision of Socialism with Chinese characteristics. In the New Era, the city will represent the shift from the stage of high-speed growth to the stage of high-quality development. Stylistically, the Outline Plan resembles the historical practice of seeking to discern 'logic' and 'order' or 理 through the 'investigation of things' 格物 in order to 'extend knowledge' or 致知.
For instance, the process depends on identifying and selecting from best practices in urban environmental management worldwide to adapt them for implementation in Xiongan. The new city will adopt 'modern information and environmental protection technologies for a green low-carbon, smart and efficient, environmentally friendly, and livable environment with high-quality public services'. Xiongan will thus become 'an innovative development demonstration zone' that models new standards for national high-quality urban development in the New Era.
The So, why is Xiongan so big? By marking out Xiongan's total area in advance, the state has effectively asserted its power to control and supervise the development process, including the disposition of land. After many years of land grabs and 'negotiated' land transfers in China, the national land protection regime has become strictly enforced in most areas. 
City as Metonym -and Antonym -of Power
The ideological language of socialism for the New Era also characterises portrayals of Xiongan. A so-called ghost town in China is not an abandoned or moribund urban area (as the name might suggest), but, rather, the result of a city government constructing 'pre-demand' infrastructure. Yet true financial centres -like those in London, Tokyo, Hong Kong, New York, and Sydney -are highly localised; they are not the result of a 'build it and they will come' mentality.
A related problem for Tianjin has been its unsustainable GDP growth. Throughout the 2000s, Tianjin recorded high GDP growth, and from 2010-2012 it had the highest growth among province-level administrative divisions. In apparent response to losing its place in the rankings, Tianjin subsequently inflated -and later downgraded -its 2016 GDP statistics, reporting at the end of 2017 that it was one-third lower than originally reported. Official announcement of the discovery followed the expulsion from the Party and sentencing of the former mayor
